
Woodland Learning

 Willow Sculptures

General Risk Assessment

Potential Risk Who risk is 
to?

Is it OK? How can risk 
be reduced?

Is it OK 
now?

Cold or 
sunburn/
stroke, 
detrimental 
effects of 
weather

All No Ensure 
everyone 
is wearing 
appropriat
e clothing 
and 
footwear

Ensure 
everyone 
has sun 
protection.

Yes

Being hit with 
or eyes 
caught on 
willow rods

All No Carry safely 
down by 
sides

Ensure plenty 
of space 
to work in

Warn 
everyone

Closely 
supervise 
children

Yes



Cuts from 
using cutting 
tools

All No Ensure 
everyone 
using tools 
has had 
adequate 
training 
and 
supervision

Ensure first-
aider and 
adequate 
first aid 
kit is on 
site.

Ensure tools 
are in good 
repair and 
are kept 
safely on 
site

Yes

Slips and 
trips

All No Make sure 
everyone 
is wearing 
correct 
footwear.

Make sure 
pathways 
are clear

Warn 
everyone 
if surface 
is uneven.

Ensure first-
aider and 
adequate 
first aid 
kit is on 
site.

Yes

Back injuries 
from lifting

All No Ensure 
everyone 
has had 



Back injuries 
from lifting

All No Ensure 
everyone 
has had 
basic 
instruction 
in manual 
handling.

Ensure 
everyone 
using tools 
has had 
adequate 
training 
and 
supervision

Check no-one 
with back 
problems 
does this.

Yes

Bites and 
stings

All No Check for 
presence 
of bee and 
wasp nests 
before 
work 
starts and 
keep away 
from 
them.

Make sure 
everyone’s 
medical 
history is 
known and 
what 
action 
needs to 
be taken 
if they 
are 
allergic.

Yes



Litter

All No Remove 
dangerous 
litter with 
a litter 
picker and 
gloves 
before 
the work 
starts.

Yes


